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A Message from our Presiden O

As another year beginfilinois PTA continues to work hard on behalf of children.

As alwayschildren are impacted by what is occurring in their environment. Our
economic recovery continues to lag behind where most fasitieed it to be.
Many people are out of workAccording to the State School Report G&&Po of
children are living in poverty and a recent newspaper article said that 1 out of 2
adults are living in poverty.

Bruce Bohren
Illinois PTA
President

As members, we share the responsibilityseak up for all childrenThis means
being involved at the local level, working cooperatively with the school board and
administration to ensure that the best is being done for childrdbhmeans making sure that funds are used
efficiently. We & parents and community membensiusttake the time to know how state and local funding is
affecting the ability of your school district to provide programs as well as effective learning for the children
serves. Share this information with your elected ofiliei Let them know that we are counting on them to be
part of the process for student succedsmbrace the businesses and other stakeholders and share the bene
of what a great education system in your community providiésneans working as a parr with your

OKAf RNBYQa (Sl OKSNE Songgdo®&S 020K LI NIASa fAadasSy
As PTA members, please reach out to make our voice stronger by encouragirgiotiiecome members. The
more membersthe stronger our voice becomes. Let others know of dl# fears of success stories on behal
of kids.

As members, click forward when the Bulletiblast comes to you or provide a link to our websi&haring this
pertinent information could enable others to raise their voices at both the State and Nétievels to make

sure all of our money is being used properyor exampleone of the recent issueaddressed ainefficient Juvenile Justice Facilities in lllinois a
reported by the lllinois Juvenile Justice Commission. Information on the importdmeeesting in early childhood education can be found at
your fingertips. Research has shown that for every dollar we invest, we actually gain money in the long run.

The PTA Mission is needed now just as much as it was needed 112 yeaveeagdl catinue to work to provide the tools you need to

implement our mission.

Bruce

g KA OK
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Op-Ed on Child Nutrition, November 2011

Congress Must Put Children First

by Betsy Landers

President, NationalPTA
Last week, the U.S. Congress missed an opportunity to unite our
nation in the fight against childhood obesity and hunger when the
passed an agrlculture approprlatlons bill that included language t
gSI{1Sy GKS | {5! Qa &aOK 2 trately, ahileN
engaging in partisan wrangling over whether tomato paste
constitutes a vegetable, Congress missed the big pictir& S KSIF f 6 K 2 F !
lyfSaa ¢S GF1S OGA2Y YR Llzi 2dzNJ OKAf R
generation in American history with a shorter life expectancy than their parekésadults,

y
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UPCOMING
DEADLINES

January 16, 2012

Call for Resolutions
Contact info:
Lisa Garbaty
Resolution Director
dlipags '\fTAa gl Yﬁl NR &
4541 N. Kenton Avenue

,\Chlca IL_ 60630, N
Dl Db Qgy OKAf RN

ear.thﬁnly.nrét i
subject line: PTA Resolutions

we have a responsibility to all the children of our nation to give them the same chance af a

long, bright future that we had.

hdzNJ yIF GA2yQa & Odsad dhanfedzsigbificantlyNid?l 3 yeakdganviile,
childhood obesity has reached alarming proportions: @ied of American children are
overweight or obeseMore than 12 million adolescents suffer from obesityational PTA is
disappointed with theprocess and the politics involved in doing what we all know is right
2dzNJ Yy GA2yQa OKAf RNBy ®

Eebruary 3. 2012

Learn And Earn Parent
Conference Registration

Register
by phone:(800) 307-4782 Ext.

Or 3418 English, 3419 Spanish

or by web: (preferred)
https://ptaspeakers.wufoo.com

The work did not stop when National PTA advocated for the passage of the Healthy, Huhgeforms/z7p7k7/

Free Kids Act of 2010, a law that improved the nutrition qualityldbalds served in schools
as well as increased access to vital thger measures.

National PTA, the oldest and largest volunteer child advocacy association, has worked t
improve child health outcomes since its inception in 18%kese advocacy effatave led
to the creation of the U.S. Public Health Service, the enactment in 1946 of the National
School Lunch program (NSBRY implementation school milk programBor decades,
National PTA has consistently provided results as well as a platfoiparents to advocate
for children and work together to protect the health of our children.

D

{ Daniel Spathies, John Mills PTA ¢ r ade) Freedmm: i &
1 Aditi Prabhu, Nancy YoupPTA (8" grade),entryt f | coul d
 Roshan Thekiniath, Fry Elem. Schoof'@r ade) ) feht cpul @ ccha
1 Meher Sethi, Fry Elementary Schoo"@r ade) ThenPoyer i Of é
{ Adrian Ziomek, John Mills PTA (igrade), @t rMy. pier f @ ct dayé

é
o ur n

Eebruary 14, 2012

Illinois PTA Awards

Environmental Concerns

Awards

Healthy Students Awards

Juvenile Protection and Safety

Awards

Newsletter Awards

Website Awards

Legislation Awards

Outstanding Council Awards
Refer to your lllinois PTA Awards
Packet for full details or go to:

http://www.illinoispta.org/adobe.
files/AwardsPacket11-12.pdf

Illinois PTA Convention
Room Reservations

Contact info:

Marriot Chicago-Schaumburg

50 North Martingale Road

Schaumburg, IL

(847) 505-4900
Room Rate $107 plus tax

(tax currently 14%)

(Delegates must reserve rooms by
deadline and mention lllinois PTA
to receive this special rate.)

Back to Top
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Leading with Literacy Events Provided an Opportunity to

Connect with the Community and Spread the Message of PTA
Written by Cynthia Flowers and Vanessa Beslu

Combining the essential elements of educat@ehildren, parents, schools, libraries, and boqkke
Urban Family Engagement Initiative of the National PTA held several successful reading circle e\l
called Leading with Literacy this fall in Chicago

EFPO1 {GFNI/2YYdzyAde te¢! G221 GKS fSIR Ay K
west sides to sponsor Leading with Literacy events at four libraries, attracting more than 25 child
each event. The cornerstone of gmevents vere parents¢ mostly fathers; reading to young —
children at public libraries identified by UFEI team members in four urban communities: Austin (A
Library); Hegewisch (Vodak Library); Englewood (Thurgood Marshall Library); and Little Village (I
Vilage Library).Parents and special guests read from a selection of books provided by local e
booksellers andUFEI.

libraries. Events weresuppoted by a broad range of community and business supporters, including
GKS / KAOIF32 [/ KAt RNBY QRoderick®&weY ahd repkesedtatidiesd of & 1ocRl S
bank on the south side of the city.

The reading circles and book giaerays were precedelly discussions led by lIllinois PTA members
with parents on the importancef parental involvement in public education, as well as a presentation )
on the new PTA Parent Success Guides for CommorStaiesStandards.The literacy events were = = - |
tailored to adaess particular issues of the communities hosting them from the announced school o
closings by the Chicago Public School system to the impact of early childhood literacy inititives.
goal of the event was tprovide a free opportunity for parents anditdren to come together for a fun
family outing, encourage early literacy and the vadiidaving a library card, while having the

opportunity to create a connection to PTA that may not currently exist within their schools.
G99l OK S@Syi @dhythéparticipénts that WéSnere Asied to come back to host more
. I events like thisThe library staff, elected officials, parents and the children enjoyed the conneuttoles
_ Ry ’ through reading and wanted to see events like thesggpening more oftenWe are hopeful that by
ﬁ:’i‘ : demonstrating the power of PTA through our work with UFEI local units will be inspired to replicate
' _ﬁx, LINEP2SOGa tA1S GKSasS | yR 02y GyntfiaEowearsChiGgoUFERSm dz

Leader Illinois PTA Directoif &ducation Issues

The Chicago UFEI team is in the final year of a three year initiative designed to engage, auflicate
empower urban parentsTheir culminating activity will be a district wide parent conference at
University of lllinois Chicago on Fabary 18,2012{ @ A G hdzi [ 2dzZRH LQY |
Empowering Strategies to Help Your Child and Others Succeed will béaagapnferencdeaturing
workshops and special guest speakers including Ms. Jamiko Rose, Chief Fa@dynamghity
Enga@ement Officer of the Chicago Public Schools and Professor Charles MaRtnoreof So Much
Reform, So Little Change: The Persistence of Failure in Urban Schools.

For more information on UFEI please Mwsip://pta.org/topic_diversity_and_inclusion.gs To
register to attend the confereng@leasevisit https://ptaspeakers.wufoo.com/forms/z7p7k7/

Back to Top
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4 OA A OO OA OFadraitsing I LA CURIE S 110th Annual lllinois PTA

Treasurer, lllinois PTA Convention
Annual membership dues are the primary source of funds for PoA® BTAs are FREE to Registed Delegates
able to do excgllent V\(ork with no financial resourcgs other .than their dues. Saturday, March 10, 2012
However, special projects and programs may require additional funds. If dues & 6:30 pm — 9:30 pm
y20 adzFFAOASY G G2 FAYFYyOS | t¢! Qa ¢ EEGEICEERMIETAEYCRIEEEL Tl RERL

the context of the mission and purposes of the PTA. The framework for how a [JRUEEISSCURRICERCHE IS CIELEIELEIED)
should conduct its fundraising is determined by the policies of the National PTA
the government regulations for 501(c)(3) taxempt organizations.

Any funds generated byRITA, including the local portion of dues (hot state or
national portions of dues), should be budgeted for purposes that advance PTA
work. PTAs should begin each year with specific goals in mind, and should ide
strategies for reaching those goals befaetermining the dollar amount needed in
afundraisingeventh yf @ (1K2a$S FTdzyRa ySOSaal NB
FOGABAGASEA |yR LINRP2SOGax Fa 2dzift AyS

Before undertaking any financial enterprise, a PTA sholéck with school, local,
and state authorities to determine whether the planned activity is prohibited by
state or local law or by school policy, or whether the PTA requires any special
permit. One welplanned fundraising project will usually raisetfunds needed to
FAYlLIYOS (GKS 2SIFNDRDa | OGAGAGASA® L¥F
of the PTA, it will have educational, social, or recreational value.

2 KSY LIXIyyAy3a GKS &SI NI a&to-l Q6. AFar ksiyA S &
fundraising activity, there should be at least three Fandraising projects aimed at
helping parents or children or advocating for school improvements. Gaming ev
are discouraged as PTA fundraisers. There are many local and state regulatiorn e e et R Rt R
reporting requirements for gaming events, including raffles and casino nights. ASCIEEERIMISECRIVI IS
good rule to follow is: If you have to pay to play, it is gaming. Here is a link for gﬁ:ltg:;:ha; hasl '?Vidgdsourscmslz ‘1”2 Ourt .
IRS publication on tasxempt organizations and gaming: Publication 3078; Tax | e g et et R P

Exemp Organizations and Gamitndtp://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p3079.pdf become commonplace; students are
) ) disengaged; stress-related illness and
PTAs are often called upon to finance programs and purchase needed equipm e IR R e 1 0 MR R A e Tt

that tight school budgets do not have the money famd each PTA must decide people arrive at college and the workplace
what it will do. Before approving proposals for material aid to the school or unprepared and uninspired. Race to Nowhere

. . ) is a call to action for families, educators, and
community, a PTA should consider whether or not the proposed equipment Or I P N o S P e PSP et

Tyer DARK S1o8 OF AMERICA'S ACHIEVEMI
} www.RACETONOWHERE.com (

T mare WALE 1724 T OO e s AR A

........

service is a public responsibility. on how to best prepare the youth of America to
) o ) ) ) become healthy, bright, contributing and
If a public service is urgently neededldapublic funds are not immediately leading citizens.

available, a PTA may initiate and coordinate the service while encouraging publ
agencies to take over the financing and operation of the senlit@mergencies,

PTAs may provide for the pressing needs of childrenyanth while they work to This i?ecial_even?will be open to the publir::
alert the public to its obligationsA PTA should never undertake any form of ee\l,r:rl]:v'\/irsei?u're online registration prior fo the
fundraising that may be detrimental to character building. to register or to obtain more information about

this film.

Back to Top
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OSRIRO OIS &Y. - . . . . .... .. . . . . .. «. .. . .Submitedby Mary Ann Daugherty

Director, Technology

1 I will not give out personal information 1 1 will talk with my parents so that we can set up rules for
such as my address, telephone number, going online.We will decide upon the time of ddlgat | can
LI NBy(daQ ¢2NJ] | RRNS abke enfling,ths leigtd ¢f 8me | can be onlirmnd appropriate
number, or the name and location of my areas for me to visitl will not access other areas or break
a0K22ft ¢A0K?2 dziissivhe LJ- theBeyfuie® ithdud$hiilypermission.

1 I will tell my parents right away if | come across any 1 1 will not give out my Internet password to anyone (even my
information that makes me feel uncomfortable. best friends) othethan my parents.

1 I will never agree to get together with someone | "meet" 1 1 will check with my parents before downloading or installin
online without first checking with my parent$f my parents software or doing anything that could possibly hurt our

agree to the meeting, | wilie sure that it is in a public place O2YLJdzi SNJ 2NJ 2S2LJ NRAT S Ye

and bring my mother or father along. 9 1 will be a good online citizen and not do anything that hurts

9 1 will never send a person my picture or anything else without other people @ is against the law.

first checking with my parents. 9 1 will help my parents understand how to have fun and lear

1 I will not respond to any messages that are mean or in any things online and teach them things about the Internet,
way make me feel uncomforide. It is not my fault if | get a computers and other technology.
message like thatlf | do | will tell my parents right away so

_ _ Internet Safety Quiz for Kids
that they can contact the service provider.

Internet Safety Quiz for Teens

Are You then T im PTA?
Calling all Teachers/Educators!

Did you know that lllinois PTA is a certified provider for the ISBE and allows you to earn professional CPDU credits th
some of our seminars and workshops! Check out some of what we will have available for our edudessiopats athe
110" lllinois PTA Convention:
PTA and the Working Parent
Friday, March 9 @ 9:00 am
Character in the Classroom
Friday, March 9 @ 11:00 am
Cybertraps for the Young
Friday, March 9 @ 11:00 am

Grassroot Advocacy Training
Friday, March 9 @ 20 pm and Saturday, March 10 @ 9:00 am

Common Core Standards
Saturday, March 10 @ 11:00 am

Review the 202 Schedule AA-Glance on page fr all seminars and workshops that allow you to earn CPDU credit

Back to Top
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OISl e R EE=a\elalnclet. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . SubmitedbyHeather Miler

Director, Environmental Concerns

Hello families and friendsAs we enter a season of many celebratidhgives us an opportunity to reflect on our surroundings an
appreciate our natural environmentllinois is filled with many natural wonderscinding state parks, many open year rourtlyou
KISy Qi KIFIR GKS 2L NIdzyAde G2 Syez2ée GKS gAYy dSN oS|I maing
F2NJ FO2Nya 2y KA{TAy3d GNI Af & ABhotégraghpilNtBeawinterican disodb &\ rgzteviRardingNEou
natural areas and parks of lllinoi¥ou can learn more about the different natural habitats of lllinois by visiting different parks
around the state.Also, the State Parks Magazisefree publication available in cases of 100 copies and shipping on this item i
free, too. Order some for your school to hand out to families at a PTA event! Visit the Publications page at
http://dnr.state.il.us/teachkidss Y R £ 221 dzy RSNJ GKS at I N] . NPOKdz2NBa¢ Gl oo

2y G2 Sye2eé a2YS aAyR2 2 NThHadk biRtBeyURiyesity of Nliyois EM6iBn houseplanSpddestar y
information on how to care for, and use plants to beautify your hoiRemember plants clean the air around us, too! Visit
http://urbanext.illinois.edu/houseplantsfor more information.

Throughout the yearemember to look for recycling opportunities of packing material, wrapgpiifgbags
cardboard, and much moreReusaift bagswhere possible.Utilize your community recycling programs or drop
off locations. Corsider using newspapers as wrapping paper for those big boxes that are difficult to wrap r
than always resorting to commercial wrappinthe thoughtful gift will be appreciated just the same!
Cardboard especially tends to pile up from items purchasedinding a way to recycle it or reuse it for storing
items helps our landfillsReuse the packing that comes in items you had shipped to you for storing breakables

or when you ship something yourseb. 2 y Qi F2NHB SO GKS NI Gosd erdrénic dein§ toaHerd ig & NA& S a
wonderful website resource to give you ideas on how to reduce/reuse/recycle this holiday shdpdrolidayrecycling.com/

Warm Wishes for a safe and hapdgw Yealr

Upcoming Environmental Opportunities and School Resources
TEACHER®RReqister Now for Upcoming ENTICE Workshops

ENTICE (Environment and Nature Training Institute for Conservation Education) educator workshops fron
IDNR offer background information, ids-on activities, lessons, supplemental resources, Continuing
Professional Development Units and the opportunity to work with natural resources professittademing
workshops are listed belowror more information and to register, visittps://www.enticeworkshops.com

1 Prying into Prions: Investigating Chronic  { The Sangamon River: A Sense of Place (online), Aj249,16

Wasting Disease (online), Januarg® 2012 2012

1 Tracks, Scats and Habitats, Fullersburg Woods, Oak Brook, { The Effects of Climate Change on lllinois Plants, Chicago
January 19, 2012 Botanic Garden, Glencoe, April 28, 2012

TLEt AYy2Aa e, PeddpNowebaértANatird Museum, 1 The Microscopic World, 1l: Ecology, Peggy Natetidature
Chicago, February 11, 2012 Museum, Chicago, Ma§, 2012

fal YYIFf& FNRBY LffAy2A282002 ad 1 dimi BiddiyessiiyBasesS ehidilab, Batavim, dlay 12, 201

1 Lake Michigan Fishes (online), MarchZB, 2012 1 Invasive Exotic Plants, Illinois Audubon Society, Springfielc

9 lllinois Birds, Fermilab, Batavia, March 17, 2012 May 19, 2012

1 Invasive Exotic Plants, Hamilton @guHigh School, 1 Through the Eyes of a Pollinator, The Morfeboretum,
McLeansboro, March 31, 2012 Lisle, June 16, 2Q1

MORE Upcoming Enviromental Opportunities on [dd

Back to Top
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Ol AN CRSIEIGERS Ele=les . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .SubmittedbyCynthia Flowers

Director, Education Issues

In 201Q lllinois joined a growing number of states (43 other at last count), to adopt the Commors@adecStandardsThis
ambitious effort to raise the bar of student achievement to one that is on par with the best education systems in thesworld i
designed to focus on substantive learning and critical thinking and will be implemented in schoolftubing state in the 2012
2013 school year.

lllinois is also a part of a Zéate consortium that is developing a new testing system for implementation in-2018. The
Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Cdré&rE€assessmenturrently being developed is expected to sho
in early testing that students statewide have a lot further to go than ISAT exams have suggested.

Many educators are enthusiastic about how the new Common Core State Standards promote deep learning drtdickithca
across multiple gradeOthers worry about how the new demands for accelerated learning will affect the early grades and cor
to the lllinois Early Learning Standards for PreK.

Instructional Leadership Teams including school principalshera and district representatives are currently working to establist
their plans to align school curriculum, and provide training and support for the teachers to adjust to the new stafaliang

the full promise of the new standards @veryclassoom foreverystudent will bea daunting undertaking that provides an exciting
challenge to the current state of educatioithis adjustment will also require the support of parents for it to be successful.

lllinois PTA and the lllinois State Board of BEtioa (ISBE) have @NJ Y RSR bl A2yt t ¢! Q& t I NBY
support parents through this proces$hese handy guides provide an overview of what your child will learn by the end of each
grade level in core subject areas such as naatth English language arts/literacy and are available online at
http://www.pta.org/4446.htm or printed copies may be ordered from the state office.

PTA leaders have an opportunity to host information sessiortsitifiarm parents about the expectations of the standards and
provide an opportunity for parents to proactively engage their school leadership to determine ways to support our teacheyh tt
professional development and CCSS implementatiRarents canlao look for ways to prepare their students for academic succe
during the remainder of the current school year and the upcoming summer.

A listing of Common Care State Standards (CCSS) resourigasitémbleon the lllinois PTA website under the Wioids for Kids:
Education Issues or dittp://www.illinoispta.org/Education%20Ilssues/CCSS%20Resource%20L ist.pdf

EDUCATION ISSUES . HOT TOPIC
EXTENDED SCHOOL DAY

Senate Bill 7, passed during thé"93eneral Assembly to beconReiblic Act 990008, has created several amendments to the
school code including the option for extending the school day up to ninety minutes in school districts across the statéhalor
changes governing teachperformance and evaluation.

PTA leaders and parents have a great opportunity to engage proactively in what an extended school day should lookitike
schools. Take steps to poll your parents and engage them in the discussion around implementawg pudicies.Host towrrhall
meetings and invite school administrators and teachers, attend meetings of your school board and parent council meeting
AyFidzSyOS GKS RSOAaAz2ya 2F @&2dzNJ 4a0K22f Qa FRYAYAAGNT G2)

Read nexmonthQi&sue for more information and what parents and teachers are saying around the state.

Back to Top
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2012 Schedule AtA-Glance

THURSDAY, MARCH 82012
Pre-Convention Warm Up

Registration . .............. ... ....... 6:0Q@t00pm
SesSSIONA . .. 3:30pBn00pm
Making a Difference for Kids: Advocacy 101
PTA Money Matterd01
PTA Road to Success
SessionB............ .. 7:Q0@B0pm

Presidents Course/Chit Chat with the Chief
PTAMoney Matters 201
PTA Road to Success (Spanish)

FRIDAY, MARCI—B, 2012
Game Ic [ Ssihi©the field!
Registration . ........................ 8:004amm00pm
Welcome First Timers. .. .............. 8:30anm8:50am
Reflections Showcase . .................... Open All Day
Exhibts ............ ... ... .. ... 9:@0BIr00am
12:30pm¢  6:00pm
FirstQuarter ........................ 9:0041H:30am

Art & Education Exchangeitiative

Best Practices in Bullying Prevention (CPDU 1.5)
How to Supercharge your PTA with Social Media
Introduction to Money Matters (PTA University)
Nominations and Elections

PTA and Support for Military Families

PTA and the Working Rart (CPDU 1.5)

SecondQuarter ....................
Bylaws Workshop
Character in the Classroom (CPDU 1.5)
Cybertraps for the Young (CPDU 1.5)
Diversity, Inclusion, and Multiculturalism
Grant Writing 101
[ SGQa a2@S Ay {OKz22f
Making Memberships Matter
Half Time: Lunch Event
GxASoAy3
Third Quarter .......................
Creating a PTA Community
Effective Leadehip
Give your Child the Gift of Communication
Grassroots Advocacy Training: Pa(€CPDU 1.5)
Involving Men in PTA
PTA Publicity from Ato Z
Resolutiong; What they are/Why they arémportant

11:0@ah2:30pm

12:30gm1:30pm
[ 2008 (KS
2roQp 3:30pm

FRIDAY, MARCHD, 2012 7z Game 1 continues

TmeOut........ ... ... 4:@0prr00pm
Exhibitor Hall Reception till 6pm
Dinner on your Own

Fourth Quarter ..................... Opth ¢ 9:00pm

Keynote Speaker: Scott Huse
Presentation oflhie Best of the Best in PTA Programs
Presentation of MVP PTA Program Award

SATURDAY, MARCHQ, 2012

Game2x[ SG Q& KAUG GKS O;
Registration .................... .. 8:00ant 2:00pm
Reflections Showcase . ................... Open All Da
Exhibits ... 8:@0BhD0pm
Welcome First Timers . ............... 8:30gm8:50am
FistHalf ........................... 8:45hMh15am

Grassroots Advocacy Training: PaiCPDU 1.5)

How Can | Grow in PTA?

How to WorkWellwith Your School Board

Inspiring Character and Confidence in Our Children:
Part 1 (CPDU 1.%) Teachers Only

Making the Case for PTA Membership

Myth Busters: Schools and Families Engaged

The Springfield Scene

Second Half 11:0Q42130pm
Best Practices for Boosting Parent Partidipat
Cultural Competency (CPDU 1.5)
Dangerous Behavior Trends witldolescent4CPDU 1.5)
Fantastic Fundraising
Inspiring Character and confidence in Our Children:
Part 2 (CPDU 1.§)Teachers Only
LGQa 2y GKS 2 &H (CPDUISBY [ 2N
No Child Left Inside

LyAdAatl dao@s Refleglian Prograg Rgeap

RegionCaucus. .. ................... 12:4%8prA:15pm
General Session 2:3@pré:00pm
Elektion Pdi€open. .. ... ... 6:00pnt,  7:00pm
Race to Nowhere Screening. . ......... 6:30pmn 9:30pm
(Includes dinner, keynote, movie viewing and discussion)
SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2012
All-Star Game
Student Reflections Awards

1:30pgn 3:30pm

Enjoy the Reflections Exhibit

Throughout the Convention Site!

This is a tentative convention schedule and is subject to change. All changes will be posted on the website.

Back to Top
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Achieving Excellence and Innovation in Family, School,
ity Engagement Webinar Series

. - . Submitted byAnnette Czech

Director, Parental Enggement
The U.S. Department of Education and its partners United Way Worldwide, National PTA, SEDL, and Harvard Family Redes
are proud to bring you a free webinar series on family, scleyal community engagement#chieving Excellence and Imation in
Family, School, and Community Engagenvgabinar Series was held from April 2010 to Noven#il All webinars, associated
slides, and reference materials are easily available at this welbsipe//www.nationalpirc.org/engagement_webinars/ Simply
F00S&daa (KS ¢So0aAridsSz OftAO0]l 2y (GKS 4SO0AYI NI e2dz g2dzf Rrthid 1 S
2 S0AYEFNE 062E G GKS G2L) NAIKGD

Research over the past 30 years has shown that engaging families in their children's education increases student achi@/eme
decreases dropout rates=ffective family engagement is not a etime program or the choicef a good school, but rather a set of
day-to-day practices, attitudes, beliefs and interactions that support learning at home, at school, afterschool, and during the
summer. To ensure that the students of today are ready for the careers of tomorrow|ieanschools, and community groups nee
to work together to promote engagement that is systemic, sustained, and integrated into school improvement &ffats.
Achieving Excellence and Innovation in Family, School, and Community Engagebileat seriess an opportunity for
stakeholders representing national, regional, and local organizations to learn about family, school, and community engagem:
research, best practices from the field, and new innovations that are making a difference in school mgmbaead student
learning. Leading practitioners, researchers, and policymakers will shardifieeakamples from the field about what it takes to
effectively engage family and community with schodifiese webinars occurred every other month and topictuded:

Webinar 1 Transforming Schools Through Family, SchoolCamdmunity Engagement

Webinar 2:A New Day: Family, School, and Community Emgagein Education Reform
Webinar 3:Data Driven: Making Student and School Data Addesand Meaningful to Families

Webinar 4The TeacheParent Riationship: Using Professional Development to Improve Family and Community Engagement

Webinar 5Building Strategic Partnerships to Foster Community Engagement in Education

Webinar 6. Ensuring School Readiness Through Successful Transitions

Webinar 7:Successful Transitions to High School: Promoting High School Success and Facilitating College Readiness

Webinar 8 Evaluating Family Engagement Strategies: Addressing Measurement Challenges

Webinar 9:Bringing it All Together: Family and Community Engagement Policies in Action

Participants will gain information about tried dested capacity building strategies at state and local levels; pathways of family
school, and community engagement from cradle to career; alignment of family engagement with education reform priorities;
innovative uses of sharing student performanceadaith families; and leadership capacity for family engagement through traini
and professional developmentVebinars include latest family, school, and community engagement research, best practices fr
the field, and new innovationsObjectives for tlke Webinar Series: To build understanding about effective family, school, and
community engagement at the national level, at the state level, in communities, in schools, in classrooms, in homesstanthde
the ways public policy can be used to build aa@pefor effective and meaningful family, school, and community engagement; an
identify the kinds of supports that families, schools, and communities need to effectively partner together to improve studen
learning. The webinar series targets a natisidle audience of educators and na&ducators who have an interest and a role in
supporting student learning through family, school, and community engagenf@ntadditional information:
http://www.nationalpirc.org/engagement_webinars/

Back to Top
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RESOLUTIONS for the 2012 ILLINOIS PTA CONVENTION

As this article is being written, the deadline of January 16, 20d2our proposed Resolution is still a month away. Hopefully,
FNB Fff GF1Ay3 aiz20] 2 their@ducaiah, Oedlth fsalatSayidyatieind AaNdihdakikg inflwdy® Bt this
can be improved, and drafting your proposals fas®utions to be considered at the 2012 Convention in accordance with
information provided in your Local Unit Packet and onwabsite

Proposed Resolutions will lpeesented to the State Board of Managers prior to the Convention.

Those Resolutions that meet the criteria will be included in your convention packet, and placed on the lllinois PTA \
wwwi.illinoispta.orgA Yy GKS d22NJAy3 FT2N) YARaé GloxX awSaztdzianzyas
weeks prior to convention.

Resolutions to be DROPPED or REDESIGNATED at
the 2012 lllinois P TA Convention

Resolutions are a statement of purposed action. They must ~ With reference to Continuing Positiofghe lllinois PTA Bylaws
be periodically evaluated to ensure that they remain relevant. states as follows:
CONTINUING POSITIONS
Section 4.
Continuing positions as have been established in
accordance with the prescribed procedures of the state
board of directors shall be reviewed annually, and shall
remain in effect unless dropped by board action.

Resolutions that were passed by the lllinois PTA body at past
Conventions are reviewed and reevaluated in accordance with
the lllinois PTA Bylaws provision on Resohsjovhich
provides as follows:
Proposed resolutions shall be published and distributed to the
convention body in accordance with prescribed procedures of
the state board of directors. With respect to the 2008 Resolution on Food Allergy, the

All previously adopted resolutions shall be reviewed annually proposed Continuing Position would beath

in accordance with the prescribed procedures of the state The lllinois PTA will continue: to disseminate information t
board of directors. our constituent bodies on food allergy including suggestion
for identifying dangers such as anaphylaxis, possible

a. unless within three (3) years the provisions have been solutions, and a-ppr-opnate PTA activities in .th|s regard; to
met: encouragethe lllinois State Board of Education and local

b. for a period of three (3) years at which time they shall be school districts to incorporate updated information on food
dropped; or allergy into school wellness policies, including, but not

c. unless designated continuing positions of the Illinois PTA. limited to, educating staff members and parents; and to

support legislation which address concerns on food

allergy.

Adopted resolutions shall remain active after adoption:

Based on these criteria, the following 2008 Resolution is
scheduled to be removed from the active Resolutions list, and
be either dropped or redesignated as a Continuing Position at We hope to see yog our fellow advocatesg at the
the 2012 lllinois PTA Convention: the 2008 Resolution on Convention.

Children with Food Allergy. Questions on Resolutions? Contact Lisa Garbaty, lllinois PT

Resolutions Director at 77316-0909, or at
lisa.garbaty@earthlink.net

! See thdllinois PTA Bizaws2011-2012, Article XXI, Leqislation; 2 See thdllinois PTA Bizaws2011-2012, ArticleXXI, Leqislation;
Resolutions, Section 3 Continuing Positions, Section 4



http://illinoispta.org/Legislation/Resolutions/CallForResoultions.pdf
http://www.illinoispta.org/
http://illinoispta.org/Forms/2011-12%20Illinois%20PTA%20Bylaws.pdf
http://illinoispta.org/Forms/2011-12%20Illinois%20PTA%20Bylaws.pdf
mailto:lisa.garbaty@earthlink.net?subject=Resolutions
http://illinoispta.org/Forms/2011-12%20Illinois%20PTA%20Bylaws.pdf
http://illinoispta.org/Forms/2011-12%20Illinois%20PTA%20Bylaws.pdf
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Notice Of Intent To Amend
LEGISLATION PLATFORM OF THE ILLINOIS PTA

By recommendation of the Legislation Policies Committee, notice is hereby served tQ
amend ITEM 6 C dfi¢ lllinois Legislation Platform by inserting a ne® énd re ‘
lettering subsequent sections to read:

Iltem 6 Educational Quality Programs

C. Support of early childhood education

Rationale: with the passage of lllinois' Preschool For All, high quatiyyahildhood education programs have been incorporated
into the public school program spectru®ur work with organizations likéoices for lllinois Children, Ounce of Preventitimpis
Early Learning Council, and P20 Council have demonstratedromittoent to making highlguality early childhood education
available to all children, but most especially those identified to be "at risk."

Upcoming Environmental Opportunities and School Resourcescontinued from page6é

Science News for Kids

Canlizardtearn?2 A f £ (KS &dzy Qa Fbeaddwers ta thdsedandio& lifeinydfeBidé at Science News forKids.
site presents timely science stories categorized by subject, along with suggestions foohaawdwities, books, articleand Web
resources.http://www.sciencenewsforkids.orgisl 32 2 R NB a2 dzZNOS G2 G Shelpikg® Ndst a’aNdolt ¢ !
science fair!

Earth Day in the Parks

Get ready to complete your application for the 2012 Earth Day in the Parks program frotimtiie Department of |Iilinois
Natural Resource$INR Division of Education!Applications will be acceptl from January 1February 28, 2012. b i
Earth Day in the Parks is a natural resources stewardship event for students held at lllinois staté lniarga/es /g
students the opportunity to spend time in nature while helpin@rants from the Illinois Consetion Foundation |Preservation
and lllinois Wildlife Preservation Fund help to fund Earth Day in the Paksplete instructions and application === 4

form at http://dnr.state.il.us/education/CLASSREDITPinstruct.htm

FREE Life of the Forest Posters

Reading the Rings of aTree

Seeds Come In Every Shape

e Leaves and Needles Learn about tree rings, seeds, leaves, barld needles and how trees eat, drjrad

You CanTell aTree . . .
By i R RS breathe using these colorful posters from the International Paper Learning Cdtaeh
Drinks and Breathes

16 x 20inch poster fetures photos and facts about the topic and includes an
accompanying handout. Teachers of gradésdan order a free poster set or downloa
the posters directly from:
http://signetstore.com/(X(1)S(0gowfm45akrcy1450znmyqub))/default.aspx?AspxAu
etectCookieSupport=1

Back to Top
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Director, DuPage West Regioristrict 36

L is for Life Long Learners, understanding that we never stop developing and learning as leaders.
is for Effective, working diligently to complete the many goals and tasks at hand while prolieng sdong the way.

is for Active Listener, realizing that the person next to you or across from you also has much to contribute in ternss o
and strategies.

is for Diverse, embracing the concept that including the faces and voices ofealtgds key to the success of our
organization.

is for Efficient, managing our time to minimize our frustration.

is for Role model, acknowledging our responsibility to always be setting the best example in everything we do.

is for Supportie, responding to our fellow parents needs and praising their contribution as volunteers.

T 0O A m O > m

is for Handing off, realizing that delegating is a valuable way to groom future leadership.

I is for Inspiring, believing that through our commitment and entham, others will be inspired to join in and participate.

P is for Passionate About Our Purpose, reminding ourselves that everytieinp everyday within this organization is abou
helping kids reach their potential.
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