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How to Safely Watch the 2024 Solar Eclipseby illinoispta on March 19, 2024 at 3:04 pm Just under seven years ago, a total solar eclipse crossed over southern Illinois. Now, on Monday, April 8, 2024, another total solar eclipse will pass over southern Illinois. Unlike the 2017 eclipse that moved northwest to southeast, the 2024 eclipse will move from southwest to northeast, bringing the path of totality closer to northern Illinois. … Continue reading How to Safely Watch the 2024 Solar Eclipse


	
March is National Reading Monthby illinoispta on March 12, 2024 at 3:28 pm March is National Reading Month in honor of Dr. Seuss’s birthday on March 2nd. Reading is the foundation of student success, and developing a love of reading can unlock a world of adventures to last a lifetime. Your PTA can help families support children’s literacy and love of reading by hosting a Family Reading Experience … Continue reading March is National Reading Month


	
5 Nominating Committee Problems (and How to Fix Them)by illinoispta on March 5, 2024 at 4:00 pm The nominating committee is an essential part of a successful PTA. The committee’s charge is to slate one person for each officer position at least 30 days before the election. However, nominating committees often run into problems in completing this seemingly simple task. Here are five problems that nominating committees most commonly have and how … Continue reading 5 Nominating Committee Problems (and How to Fix Them)


	
National PTA Standards for Family-School Partnerships Video Seriesby illinoispta on February 27, 2024 at 4:08 pm National PTA’s Standards for Family-School Partnerships are the basis for effective family engagement. And effective family engagement is critical to student success, as a recent study demonstrated that schools with better family engagement practices had students that did better after returning to school from remote learning during the pandemic. National PTA has recently released a … Continue reading National PTA Standards for Family-School Partnerships Video Series


	
White House Takes Action on Safe Gun Storageby illinoispta on February 20, 2024 at 4:27 pm Illinois PTA adopted a resolution on Safe Gun Storage at the 2021 convention. A slightly-modified version of that resolution was submitted jointly by Illinois PTA and Michigan PTA and was adopted at the 2023 National PTA Convention. Last month, President Biden signed an executive order implementing several actions to promote safe gun storage in order … Continue reading White House Takes Action on Safe Gun Storage


	
Busting 5 PTA Membership Mythsby illinoispta on February 13, 2024 at 8:31 pm Membership is one of the basic parts of PTA, but there are a lot of myths and misunderstandings about it. Here are five common PTA membership myths busted. Myth #1: Membership campaigns are only at the start of the school year. Busted: Sure, most of your members will join PTA at the start of the … Continue reading Busting 5 PTA Membership Myths


	
Show Your PTA Volunteers Some Love This Valentine’s Dayby illinoispta on February 6, 2024 at 4:11 pm PTA runs on volunteers, from the person helping out at the book fair all the way up to the National PTA President. One way to build your PTA’s volunteer base and strengthen your PTA as a whole is to support your volunteers. Here are some ways you and your PTA can make sure your volunteers … Continue reading Show Your PTA Volunteers Some Love This Valentine’s Day


	
Helping Your Kid Make Decisionsby illinoispta on January 30, 2024 at 3:04 pm Our children are born needing us to make every decision for them, and by the time they leave home, we hope that they are able to make all their decisions themselves (maybe with some occasional asked-for advice from Mom and Dad). Moving them along that path is often a challenge for parents. The Child Mind … Continue reading Helping Your Kid Make Decisions


	
Family Engagement and the Pandemicby illinoispta on January 23, 2024 at 3:50 pm As PTAs, family engagement is fundamental. Recent research from our friends at Learning Heroes uncovered yet another way that family engagement has made a difference in student success. Data has shown that the disruptions to schools from the pandemic had an effect on student performance. The study, the first of three on the topic, looks … Continue reading Family Engagement and the Pandemic


	
Time for Take Your Family to School Weekby illinoispta on January 16, 2024 at 4:56 pm National PTA’s Take Your Family to School Week is February 11-17, 2024. The week celebrates the founding of PTA on February 17, 1987 and is designed to engage families in their children’s schools and build partnerships with teachers and administrators. The time to start planning how your PTA will celebrate Take Your Family to School … Continue reading Time for Take Your Family to School Week
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